
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

It was Saturday, December 9,
1531, and cold in Mexico. A
57 year old Aztec, born

Singing Eagle, and baptized Juan
Diego by the Franciscan Fathers
who had come with Cortez, was
running to Mass at Tlalteloclo
before daybreak. He lived in the
village of Tolpetlac, which were
some miles north of Mexico City.
He and his wife, who had died
two years before, and his uncle,
Juan Bernardino, were among the
first Aztects baptized. Juan Diego
was childless. His parents had
died young, and Juan Bernardino
had also been his Father.
Saturday’s Mass was celebrated in
Our Lady’s honor, and the
Fathers had stressed the impor-
tance of being on time to the point of reading the roll
of converts before Mass.

As he ran along Juan was suddenly halted in his
tracks by a burst of bird song. Even in the proper sea-
son Juan had never heard birds welcome the dawn with
such a burst of song in unison. He had been about to
pass a little hill that his path skirted on the left. Once
an Aztec temple had stood on the hill, but it had since
crumbled. The singing stopped suddenly, without lin-
gering twitters. Juan stood in amazement. Then he
heard a sweet, feminine voice calling, “Juan Diego!
Juanito!”

A frosty mist hid the top of the 125 foot hill (since
known as Tepeyac Hill) and the rock ruins. So Juan
climbed until he reached the rocks and there saw her.
The sun had not yet peeked above the horizon, but she
was bathed in golden beams. Her garments were beau-
tiful, and the cactus and stones about here were bathed
in color so strong that the stones appeared like jewels.

In his mother tongue she asked, “Juan, smallest
and dearest of my children, where are you going?” “My
lady, I was hurrying to Mass.” “Dear son, I love you. I
am the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, who created all
things. I desire a sanctuary in this place, where I will
show my compassion to your people and to all who sin-
cerely ask my help in their work and in their sorrows.
Here I will console them and they will be at ease. So
run to Tenochtitlan (Mexico City) and tell the Lord
Bishop all that you have seen and heard.” Juan had fall-
en to his knees when the Virgin told him who she was.
Now he arose and said, “Noble Lady, I will do what you
ask,” and took his leave.

This was a serious step for Juan. He had never had
the desire to go to Mexico City and mingle with
Spaniards. Those in Tlaltelolco were different. Most of
them were the roughly dressed Franciscans in their
brown tunics, gentle men. The converts had worked
side by side with them to build their church, their
school and housing for them. But in Mexico City were
the grandees and the tough soldiers who might beat
him just for inquiring for the Bishops residence. But

find it he did. And the servants
did treat him harshly, letting him
stand in a corner for two hours
before even telling the Bishop of
his presence. The Bishop received
him courteously and talked with
him through an interpreter. He
was impressed with his sincerity,
but was doubtful that the Queen
of Heaven would want a church in
uninhabited area. He said that he
would think it over and Juan
could come and talk about it again
if he liked. The sun was about to
set when Juan again reached the
little hill. He was tired and hun-
gry, not having eaten that day. But
when he climbed the hill she was
there. He knelt and told her the
story of his visit. “My Lady, I am
unworthy of your trust. Please

send someone more suitable.”
“Little son, there are many I could send, but you’re

the one I have chosen. Return to him tomorrow and
repeat my desire for a church in this place.”

“Noble Lady, I will do as you request, but I fear the
Bishop will not be pleased to see me again so soon.
Tomorrow I will return to tell you of my visit.”

Since the next day was Sunday, Juan went to Mass
at Tlaltelolco, and then to Mexico City to see the
Bishop. Probably the servants had been rebuked, for
one of them immediately announced him.

Although annoyed at Juan for accepting his invita-
tion to return so quickly, the Bishop, Fray Juan de
Zumarraga, who had been elected but not yet conse-
crated, listened patiently. Juan told him frankly of
reporting the Bishop’s doubts, and of her repeating that
she did desire the church in her chosen location. No
matter how His Excellency rephrased his questions Juan
never contradicted himself. So he suggested that Juan
might ask her for a sign, for he began to believe the
story in spite of himself.

Having excused himself, he left the office and
instructed servants to follow the Indian from a distance
and report whatever he did and to whom he talked. He
then came back into the room and dismissed Juan. The
servants soon returned to report that Juan had no word
with anyone, but that they had lost him at a little hill
north of the city and were unable to find him again.

Juan had been unaware that he was followed. He
had simply climbed the hill and Knelt at the feet of
Holy Mary and told of the request for a sign and also
reward him for his trouble.

Juan went on to visit his uncle and found him with
the contagious fever they called cocolistle. He prepared
medicine for his aging uncle and fed himself. He nursed
the old man through the night, and the next day and
night, trying to relieve his suffering, so he did not keep
his appointment with the Virgin. During that second
night Juan Bernardino became worse and knew that he
would die. He asked his nephew to get a priest so that
he would not die without the Last Sacraments.

INTERNATIONAL
LIFE AND MERCY

CHAPEL
54 W. State St. 

Milford Center, OH 
614-221-4323

THE BEGINNING of the fulfillment
of Pope John Paul II’s prophecy of
1979, “The light of the Gospel of
Christ will illuminate the entire
world by means of the miracu-
lous image of His Mother” began
on May 8th 2004 Auxiliary
Bishop Marcelino Hernandez rep-
resenting Norberto Cardinal
Rivera Carrera launched the
International Life and Mercy
Crusade from the Basilica of Our
Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico. To
begin the fulfillment of Pope John
Paul II 's prophetic words that he
stated in 1979: " The Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe will be
the center from which the light of
the Gospel of Christ will illumi-
nate the entire world by means of
the miraculous image of His
mother." The International Life
and Mercy crusade takes this as an evangelical and ecu-
menical mandate to reach out to all people setting up cen-
ters for truth seeking the end of abortion and the healing
power of Divine Mercy.

In a first of its kind special ceremony in the 473
year history of the Tilma lead by the Vicar General of
Guadalupe, Monsignor Diego Monroy Ponce, 220 exact
replicas of the Tilma were touched to the sacred miracu-
lous original. The Monsignor then declared these as the
authorized relic's of evangelization for the world to fulfill
this prophecy with at least one designated for every
county including the Vatican. He then signed and dated
each one to authenticate this historic event.

There are currently four centers in the United
States and we are excited to be one of these worldwide
centers of truth here at Milford Center Ohio. We have
currently heard of six miracles that are associated with
the relic Image, a man's torn ACL in his knee was mirac-
ulously cured, a young man who had given up his
thoughts on the priesthood is now at the seminary, three
people have felt a heart beat from the relic image, a mid-
dle aged man had a blood clot moving toward his heart
and miraculously disappeared and a young man with ter-
minal cancer—after a year-and-a-half is still alive. Many
just say they feel an overwhelming peace when they enter
the Chapel. Come and experience this mystical Mercy of
peace. There is a small gift shop to purchase images and
just ten miles away in Plain City Ohio you can visit the
Der Dutchman restaurant for a wonderful country din-
ner and atmosphere.

In Milford Center, Ohio ONE OF THE SEVEN RELICS

DEDICATED FOR THE UNITED STATES IS NOW PERMANENT-
LY ENTHRONED. In addition to this Holy Relic, an image
of the Divine Mercy Jesus which was blessed at the Basilica
on the feast of Mercy was enthroned. Come to Milford
Center to see these powerful gifts given to us by heaven
above. Call ahead to set up your pilgrimage.

To bring these images to your parish and see this life
changing presentation live call the International life and
Mercy Crusade to set up your presentation: 1-877-867-1054

International Life and Mercy Chapel  • 54 W. State St.
Milford Center, Ohio  • 614-873-8850
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COME VENERATE THE MIRACULOUS RELIC IMAGE OFbur Lady OF Guadalupe
AND THE W ivine Mercy Image

AT THE INTERNATIONAL LIFE AND MERCY CHAPEL • MILFORD CENTER, OH 

✾
THE MIRACULOUS IMAGE OF HIS MOTHER

Actual photo shots of touching  Replica Image to Tilma
1-2 Divine Mercy Sunday, 2004, Basilica of Our

Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico City—over
180,00 pilgrims participated throughout the
day in their first Feast of Mercy Celebration.
The life-size Divine Mercy image in its special
designed light-box was on the main altar the
entire week. At this Mass, over 18,000 people
attended.

3 Divine Mercy Sunday, 2004. In the evening
4 April 20, 2004: The special ceremony of the

“touching” of the Tilma began with
Monsignor Diego Monroy Ponce, Rector of
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe hand
signing each image that they were “touched to
the Sacred Original.”

5-7 Monsignor Diego Monroy Ponce and
Members of the International Life and Mercy
Crusade Team rolled each image and placed
them in tubes before the ceremony. 220
images were hand signed by Monsignor
Diego. Each image also contained the signa-
ture of Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera
authorizing it as the digital print of Our Lady.

9 Because of the delicacy of this ancient relic of
the original Tilma of Juan Diego, and because
it was sealed in a bullet proof glass when it
was brought to the new Basilica from the Old
Basilica, Monsignor Diego said the glass
would not be opened. Monsignor stated,
“Everyone in the world has the responsibility to
preserve her for future generations because of the
Tilma’s age and because of the holiness it carries.
Therefore, by touching the glass we are in fact
touching the image itself.” For the first time in
history, ladders were raised to begin the
process of the ceremony.

10 Invited guests gathered on the Main
Sanctuary before the Tilma.

11 Throughout the two and a half hour process
which began with a rosary and continual
prayers led by Monsignor Diego guests and
Crusade members observed this historical
event for the world.

12-15The second ladder was raised to the image.
Ten images at a time were hand raised and
touched to the Tilma. Prayers were recited
and songs sung as each set of images was
raised. After they “touched” the Tilma,
Monsignor Diego Monroy Ponce officially
declared and sanctioned that, “Each image
will carry the same graces as in 1531 of
Evangelization, Conversion, Healing and
Truth.”

16 Board members of Life Foundation
Ministries: Elizabeth Hackett, James Humpal,
Lorraine Greski, from the United States and
Fernando Anchustegui from Mexico.

17 Following the solemn ceremony, the official
International Life and Mercy Crusade Team
gathered with Monsignor on the main altar
before the sacred original Tilma.

18 The directors for the International Life and
Mercy Crusade Team are James Humpal, exec-
utive director of LIfe Foundation International
Ministries, Emilio Azcarraga, President of
Maria+Vision Television Network based in
Mexico City and Fernando Anchustegui, direc-
tor of Fundacion Vida for Mexico, Central,
Latin, South America and all Spanish speaking
countries.

Take Route 161 through Plain City – Right on Middleburg Plain City Road – 10 miles to Milford Center, Ohio – The church is on the left.


